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Scripture to be Read in Worship: Matthew 2:1-16 

The Magi Visit the Messiah2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 

King Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has 

been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had 

called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet 

has written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,    are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah;for out of you will come a ruler    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 

appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon 

as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose 

went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the 

star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 

and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him 

with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go 

back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

The Escape to Egypt 

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, 

“take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going 

to search for the child to kill him.” 

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he 

stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

“Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave 

orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in 

accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 

Sermon Scripture: Mark 14:43-65 

Jesus Arrested 



43 Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd armed 

with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders. 

44 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and 

lead him away under guard.” 45 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed 

him. 46 The men seized Jesus and arrested him. 47 Then one of those standing near drew his 

sword and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 

48 “Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with swords and clubs to 

capture me? 49 Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest 

me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.” 50 Then everyone deserted him and fled. 

51 A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized 

him, 52 he fled naked, leaving his garment behind. 

Jesus Before the Sanhedrin 

53 They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the elders and the teachers of the 

law came together. 54 Peter followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high 

priest. There he sat with the guards and warmed himself at the fire. 

55 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that 

they could put him to death, but they did not find any. 56 Many testified falsely against him, but 

their statements did not agree. 

57 Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him:58 “We heard him say, ‘I will 

destroy this temple made with human hands and in three days will build another, not made with 

hands.’”59 Yet even then their testimony did not agree. 

60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? 

What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 61 But Jesus remained silent 

and gave no answer.Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the 

Blessed One?” 

62 “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty 

One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

63 The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he asked. 64 “You 

have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?”They all condemned him as worthy of 

death. 65 Then some began to spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and 

said, “Prophesy!” And the guards took him and beat him. 

Theme: Endurance and longsuffering. How do we learn to suffer well as Christians? We know it 

is coming and hard things are a part of life - so how can we endure these things? A hard topic but 

one that is necessary for all of us to address. 



 


