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Scripture readings during worship

Psalm 121:1-8

A song of ascents.
1
| lift up my eyes to the mountains—
where does my help come from?
2
My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
3
He will not let your foot slip—
he who watches over you will not slumber;
4
indeed, he who watches over Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
5
The Lord watches over you—
the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
6
the sun will not harm you by day,
nor the moon by night.
-
The Lord will keep you from all harm—
he will watch over your life;
8
the Lord will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.

Sermon Scripture

Mark 4:35-41



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+121%3A1-8&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+4%3A35-41&version=NIV

Jesus Calms the Storm

35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the
other side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in
the boat. There were also other boats with him.

37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was
nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples
woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”

39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the
wind died down and it was completely calm.

40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and
the waves obey him!”

Mark 5:1-20

Jesus Restores a Demon-Possessed Man

1 They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. 2 When Jesus got
out of the boat, a man with an impure spirit came from the tombs to meet

him. 3 This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him anymore, not
even with a chain. 4 For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore
the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to
subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out
and cut himself with stones.

6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of
him. 7 He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son
of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!” 8 For Jesus had said to
him, “Come out of this man, you impure spirit!”

9 Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

“‘My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.” 10 And he begged Jesus
again and again not to send them out of the area.

11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 12 The demons
begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.” 13 He gave
them permission, and the impure spirits came out and went into the pigs. The
herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake
and were drowned.

14 Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside,
and the people went out to see what had happened.15 When they came to
Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of

demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were

afraid. 16 Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+5%3A1-20&version=NIV

demon-possessed man—and told about the pigs as well. 17 Then the people
began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.

18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed
begged to go with him. 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own
people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had
mercy on you.” 20 So the man went away and began to tell in the

Decapolis[b] how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were
amazed.

Romans 8:35-39

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:

“For your sake we face death all day long;

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. 38 For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons,[b] neither the present nor the future,nor any powers, 39 neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Themes: The power and authority of Jesus is awesome, but discipleship can be
frightening. Can we trust God when things are crazy? Is he paying attention
when we call out for help? Are we following Jesus or taking him along for a ride?
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